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United Way Distributes $103,509 in Sub-Awards Grants  
for Champion Zones’ Agencies to Enhance Youth and Family 

Services in Arlington Community 
 

JACKSONVILLE, FL— The Champion Zone Project Sub-Awards have been awarded to nine 

community and faith-based organizations in the Arlington area to increase their capacity to serve 

Arlington youth and their families more effectively through leadership development, enhanced 

programs, increased revenue and community engagement. United Way distributes Sub-Awards as 

part of the Compassion Capital Fund (CCF) grant of $500,000 awarded by the U.S. Administration 

for Children and Families in December 2007. As key stakeholders in several initiatives in the 

Arlington area, United Way of Northeast Florida partnered with Duval County Public Schools, The 

Community Foundation in Jacksonville, and The Jacksonville Children’s Commission to develop 

the original CCF grant proposal.  

The Champion Zones Project currently works with agencies specifically identified in the 

Duval County 32211 zip code. The following agencies are recipients of the Champion Zones 

Project Sub-Awards:  

1. The Carpenter’s Shop, Inc.    $20,826 
An organization that provides safe after-school programs for at-risk youth. 

 
2. Empowerment Resources, Inc.   $8,270 

A private non-profit organization dedicated to the empowerment of youth and their 
families.  



 
3. Family Promise of Jacksonville   $12,760 

A non-profit, interfaith hospitality network that provides temporary shelter, meals, 
hospitality and case management for families experiencing homelessness. 

 
4. Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida  $10,373 

An organization that creates life-changing experiences for all girls ages 8-12 by 
combining training for a 5K run with important life lessons that encourage healthy 
habits, self-esteem, positive thinking and an active lifestyle. 
 

5. OneJax      $9,500 
An organization committed to encouraging peace, understanding and respect among 
people of different races, ethnic backgrounds, and religions.  
 

6. PACE Center for Girls    $5,900 
A non-profit organization that provides girls and young women an opportunity for a 
better future through education, counseling, training, and advocacy. 
 

7. Rising Stars of Tomorrow   $9,500 
Provides theatre production opportunities to youth as an avenue to build strong moral 
character in at-risk youth. 
 

8. Tree Hill Nature Center    $12,000 
An organization whose primary goal is to bring innovative programs in environmental 
and energy education to the young people of Northeast Florida. 
 

9. Vision Is Priceless Council   $14,380 
An organization that provides free vision screenings for First Coast children and adults. 
Their programs target those who are at-risk for eye disease and might otherwise be 
unaware of the condition or unable to get help. 

 

United Way of Northeast Florida works in partnership with volunteers, community 

organizations, and leaders to tackle critical issues facing children, youth, and families. United 

Way makes lasting changes that improve the lives of people in Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau 

and northern St. Johns counties. In addition, United Way leads United Way 2-1-1, a 24/7 

information referral hotline; Life: Act 2, a proactive response to an exploding senior 

population; Full Service Schools, a community approach to removing barriers to academic 

success. For more information, call 904-390-3200 or visit www.aboutunitedway.org. 



Duval County Public Schools is committed to providing high quality educational 

opportunities that will inspire all students to acquire and use the knowledge and skills needed 

to succeed in a culturally diverse and technologically sophisticated world.  
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